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     The Yuma County Conservation District 
(YCCD) in Wray is currently offering seedling 
trees for the 2022 season to local landowners. 
These low-cost trees can be used for wind 
breaks, erosion control, snow breaks, wildlife 
habitat or any other use that can be beneficial 
to the landowner. 
     In addition, the YCCD offers larger potted fruit 
trees and bushes including elderberry, apple, apricot, Chokecherry, cherry,
Nanking Cherry, peach, pear, plum, Sandhill Plum, grapes and even rhubarb!
There is also a selection of perennial flowers to add to your flower gardens.
     YCCD also offers native grass seeds, landscape fabric, staples, fertilizer tablets,
polymer and a full line of drip irrigation materials as well. AND if you need help
planting your trees, we have a contractor that can assist you with that as well. 
     To order, please visit our new website at www.ycconservation.com.  Orders
can also be placed over the phone, by email or in person at the YCCD office. 
     Orders will be accepted until March 31, 2022. Tree pick-up will be mid to late
April (customers will be notified of specific day once truck schedules are made).
     The Yuma County Conservation District office is located at 247 North Clay
Street, Wray, Colorado. The phone number is 970-332-3107 extension 101 and the
email address is yccd77@gmail.com.

Order Your Seedling Trees 

Tim
e to

Order Your Trees!!
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Land Ownership
Federal  Land – 3 ,763 ac
State Land – 36,640 ac

County & City – 680 ac
Private Land – 1 ,018,373 ac

 

Land Use
Irrigated Crop -  175,500 ac
Non-Irrigated – 236,154 ac

Rangeland -  575,095 ac
Other Lands -  65,360 ac

 

Mission Statement
To provide a  legal
organization to assist  the
effort  to accomplish
maximum economical  and
beneficial  use and
conservation of  al l  land,
water,  and plant resources
by providing technical
assistance,  faci l it ies  and
equipment as  is  available.
Our goal  is  to  create as  many
good stewards of  natural
resources as  possible
without use of  mandates and
regulations.

 

Board of  Supervisors
Margaret  Lenz,  President
Ron Richards,  Vice President
Dustin Wise,  Sec./  Treas.  
Jeff  Wingfield
Chester Zwirn
Travis  Taylor,  Ex Officio
Tanya Fell-  District  Manager

Monthly Meetings
2nd Tuesday each Month

The Yuma County Conservation District
would like to welcome our new District
Manager, Tanya Fell. She brings a vast
background in agriculture through working
in the onion and potato industries,
cooperative extension, cattle feeding
operations and most recently a commercial
flower farm. Tanya has a bachelor’s degree in
Agriculture/Natural Resource Journalism and
a master’s degree in Agriculture/Extension
Education both from Colorado State
University.

Welcome to Tanya Fell

http://www.ycconservation.com/
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What is a Conservation District

     Soil Conservation Districts in Colorado trace their formation to the 1930’s
when national attention was focused on the soil erosion crisis of the Dust
Bowl. From that point, soil conservation districts have evolved into a
“unique” unit of local government that utilizes state, federal and private
sector resources to solve today’s natural resource problems ranging from
water quality to flood control to wildlife habitat and beyond.
     Each of the seventy-five soil conservation districts is guided by a
governing board of supervisors elected by the local landowners. These
officials serve four-year terms and give their time and talents voluntarily.
     To conserve our natural resources, SCD’s work to prevent soil erosion;
promote the conservation, development, use and disposal of water; help
control flooding, relieve sedimentation of ponds and reservoirs, preserve
wildlife habitat; improve rangeland; protect groundwater; and conduct
public conservation education programs.
     SCD’s are local organizations through which state and federal agencies
provide service to private landowners. SCD’s receive assistance from
numerous local, state and federal agencies to address the concerns in their
long range and annual plans of work.

     Formation of soil conservation districts in Yuma County began in 1949. On May 9 of that year the Hale
Soil Conservation District was formed. The district covered approximately 727,000 acres in southern Yuma
County. The Northeast Yuma Soil Conservation District was formed on January 6, 1950 and contained
approximately 320,000 acres in northeast Yuma County. The Yuma Soil Conservation District was formed
in 1958 covering the northwest portion of the county.
     The first board members for the Northeast Yuma District were: Ivan Leech, Harvey Nickel, E.H. Kinnie,
Raymond Anderson, Lawrence Wisdom, T.E. Brophy, Ray Merritt, and Henry Bledsoe.
     The first available list of board members for the Hale District is from 1955 and includes: Clarence Stults,
Gerald Zion, Clifford Like, Herman Reitmeyer, Harold Renzelman, Robert O’Brien, O.G. Gurss and Clifford
Akey.
     Hale SCD and Northeast Yuma SCD consolidated in 1970 forming Yuma County Soil Conservation
District with an area of 1,044,087 acres of land and 2,367 acres of surface water. Land uses include native
rangelend, irrigated cropland, nonirrigated cropland, nonirrigated pastureland, urban lands, recreation and
wildlife. The landownership consists of private, state and federal.
     The first board members for the newly formed Yuma County SCD were: Richard Wisdom, Dean Witte,
Chester Wingfield, Warren Noffsinger, Harold Kamla, Harry Fonte, Joe Connally, Dallas Oestman, Oscar
Stults, and Bill Reitmeyer.
     In 2002 the name was changed statewide to drop the word soil. The district is a member of the
Republican River Watershed Association, the Colorado Association of Conservation Districts and the
National Association of Conservation Districts.

The History Behind the Yuma

County Conservation District 

The map below shows the
boundaries of the two Yuma
County Conservation Districts.  
The area colored in purple is
the Yuma County Conservation
District located in Wray with
NRCS at the Yuma County
Service Center at 247 N. Clay
Street.  The red is the
boundary area for the Yuma
Conservation District which is
located in Yuma at 508 East
8th Ave.

Where We 

Are Located



     The start of the growing season is just around the corner. If you haven’t done so already, it is time to think
about your grazing plan for this year. 

Last Year is Key to This Year
     The first step to growing grass this year is plant health last year. Plant health hinges on its ability to make
and store energy. To capture sunlight, the plant must have green leaves. To store energy, the plant must
have enough green leaves to make more energy than it needs. This extra energy is put into storage. While
our storage centers are belly rolls and double chins, storage centers for a plant are lower stems and roots. 
     Sometime between August and October (depending on the species) summer plants look at how much
extra energy they have and how much moisture is in the soil. Using this information, they decide how much
energy to redirect from storage to form buds for next year. New leaves and stems can only grow from buds
set in a previous fall.    
     How healthy were your plants last year? How much moisture was in the soil between August and
October? If the plants were stressed from heavy grazing or were lacking very many leaves, the extra energy
available to set buds may have been limited.

Winter Survival
     Stored energy is a plant’s fat and as such, is essential to the plant’s winter survival. Even though perennial
plants are dormant in the winter, they are still alive and must burn energy to survive. In this respect, plants
are like a hibernating bear. Bears go into hibernation roly-poly fat and come out thin, hungry, and grumpy.
The difference is that we can’t see the plants burning their ‘fat’ because it’s mostly underground.
     Removing plant leaves late in the season or over winter removes some of the stored energy. It also
damages the plants’ ability to insulate itself from cold temperatures. The drier and more open the winter is,
the more energy the plants use to stay alive. The less leaf area they have, the more exposed they are to wind
and the freeze-dry effect of winter. The more difficult the winter, the more energy the plants will burn – from
lower stems, roots, and the buds themselves.
     This winter hasn’t been snow covered. While this is great for us humans, it is awfully hard on plants. Snow
cover provides insulation and moisture to the lower plant parts and roots. The soil didn’t have much, if any,
moisture in it. Sounds stressful, don’t you think?  

Drought Plans = Good Grazing Plans
     A good grazing plan includes contingency plans for when things don’t go as planned. Since droughts
happen about half of the time in northeast Colorado, a livestock operator here should always have a
drought plan. 
     When asked about a drought plan, all 
too often the answer consists of one line
“Hope it rains”. While hope is a positive 
attribute, it is not a plan. The few people 
that have a plan store it in their head. 
What happens when things don’t go like
 we want them to? This might sound 
familiar; tight feeling in our chest, inability 
to think clearly, tendency to put off acting 
until tomorrow. Failing to take timely 
action can impact the ranch for years. 
Drought will come. Do you have a written 
plan for when it does? 

How Grass Grows
     It is essential to understand when 
precipitation impacts what forage. Dry 
conditions last fall may have kept grasses 
from setting a normal number of buds. 
The open winter thus far undoubtedly 
caused the plants to burn more energy 
than normal. Some of this energy came 
from the buds that would have been new 
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Is Your 2022 Grazing Plan Ready??
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continued from page 3...
shoots of grass. This could give the range a droughty look, even with good soil moisture.
      Just like corn must have adequate rain during pollination to have good yields, rains must be timely to
grow grass. There is a strong connection between spring and early summer moisture and total pasture yield.
In fact, extension research found that precipitation up to 30 days before peak growth is the best indicator of
total grass production. Peak growth in Eastern Colorado is mid-July. Thus, precipitation received prior to mid-
June is the best measure of potential grass production. Mid to late summer rains results in green grass and
better attitudes. They do not significantly increase grass production.

Critical Dates
    The most successful drought plans use critical (or trigger) dates. On each of these dates, the total effective
precipitation since the previous October 1st is compared to long-term averages for the area. For us, the first
critical date would be around April 15 since early season grass growth is well underway by then. If
precipitation totals are significantly below the long-term average, we know early grass production will be
reduced. 
     Other important dates in relation to critical periods for rapid grass growth might include May 1, May 15,
June 1, June 15, and July 1. By tracking precipitation against long term averages, a person can see the drought
develop. This allows them to take incremental steps to soften the drought impact. If total effective
precipitation is less than long-term averages by July 1, we know that total grass growth will be reduced. 
    Next to the critical dates are actions. Depending on the difference between long-term and actual moisture,
the action may be simply to walk some of the pastures every week. Or it could be to see what class of animals
is selling well at area markets and taking advantage of them. It could be finding other pastures, near or far. It
might be gradually letting someone else worry about how to feed those hungry mouths. 
    These dates and the possible actions need to be decided now, with everyone involved in (or impacted by)
the operation, at a neutral table (not the kitchen or dining room) and written down. It doesn’t work to wait
until June 15 to discover dry conditions and then try to decide what to do. Many of the options are already
gone by then.

Drought Planning Guide
     If you would like to see additional details and worksheets for all the components of a drought plan, go to
the ‘Managing Drought Risk on the Ranch’ website: http://drought.unl.edu/ranchplan. Or type ‘drought risk
ranch’ in your web browser. 

Precipitation Data
     You can find long-term monthly precipitation averages based on the CoAgMet stations at
http://climate.colostate.edu/wy_data.html. Find the 30-year PRISM average based on CoCoRaHS stations at
https://wys.cocorahs.org/CO/2021. Click on the filter button and use the common two-digit county letters to
list stations in your county. The long-term data is available even if the CoAgMet or CoCoRaHS station is not
active. 

Article written by, Julie Elliott, Rangeland Management Specialist with NRCS/Northern Plains Climate Hub
Liaison.
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In an effort to keep our readers as up to date as possible, we will 
discontinuing a printed newsletter mailing to all our producers.  The 
newsletter will now be emailed and also published on the YCCD website.
  In addition, important updates will be published immediately under 
the News and/or Events tabs at www.ycconservation.com.  This is a great 
way to stay current and informed of opportunities and upcoming 
programming as well.   We will send copies of the publication to those 
that do not have access to a computer.  If you would like to be added to 
this list, please contact Tanya at the below telephone number. 

YCCD Converting to Electronic

Newsletter & Website Information
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Mark Your Calendar

March

16
Yuma County Conservation
District Pesticide Training
Workshop @ Wray
Roundhouse (Town Hall)

     Riley Brown is a winner of the 2021 Raymond Peters Memorial Conservation
Scholarship. She is the daughter of Ron and Joyce Brown and a graduate of 
Wray High School. Riley will be attending the Nebraska College of Technical 
Agriculture. 
     Macy Richards of Idalia was awarded the 2021 Raymond Peters Memorial 
                                               Scholarship. She is a graduate of Idalia High School 
                                               and is the daughter of Duane and Lisa Richards.  
                                               Macy is currently attending Kansas State University
                                               majoring in Animal Science/Pre-Veterinary Medicine. 
                                                     This scholarship is awarded annually to a 
                                               high school senior who will be majoring in agriculture 
                                               and/or natural resources and resides within the 
                                               boundaries of the Yuma County 
                                               Conservation District.  The scholarship, totaling $4,000, is disbursed in 
                                               increments of $500 per semester, not to exceed 8 semesters or 4 
                                               years.  The recipient must maintain a 2.0 grade point average to remain
                                               eligible to receive the scholarship.

January February

25 
Northern Colorado
Conservation Symposium @
Northeastern Junior College

1
High Plains No-Till
Conference @ Burlington
Community & Education
Center

16
Farming Evolution @
Holyoke Event Center

Be sure to visit the YCCD website Events section for additional information, details and links to register for
specific events.  Here is the link:  https://www.ycconservation.com/events-1.

Riley Brown & Macy Richards Receive

2021 Raymond Peters Memorial Scholarships

The YCCD is working with Sandra McDonald with Mountain West PEST to offer a pesticide applicator
workshop. This workshop will provide ALL seven required core credits for Colorado pesticide applicator
license recertification. The workshop will be held Wednesday, March 16, 2022 from 10 am – 3:00pm
(lunch provided) at the City of Wray Community Room (Roundhouse) 245 W 4th Street, Wray, Colorado. 
 If Colorado Commercial category credits are needed, please contact Sandra McDonald at 970-266-9573
or at sandra@mountainwestpest.com.  To register please go to
https://www.ycconservation.com/events/yccd-pesticide-applicator-workshop or contact Tanya Fell, YCCD
at 970-332-3107 ext. 101 or yccd77@gmail.com. 

Pesticide Applicator Workshop
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     Contrary to popular belief, trees do need water during the winter months. Just because there aren’t any
green leaves doesn’t mean the tree has quit living. The roots are still quite alive, and they need water.
Anything living needs water.
     This is even truer for conifers – the trees with needles or leaves that stay on all year. These needles act like
a wick for water to travel from the tree to the dry winter air. If the roots cannot take up as much moisture as
what leaves the tree, then something is going to die.   
     If you haven’t watered your trees lately, you might want to check their soil moisture. Even if you have
received snow this winter, the soil could be quite dry. The sun, wind, and cold all pull the moisture out of the
soil and leave the roots high and dry.
     Here are the basic guidelines: Check that
 the soil is dry before you water. Be sure to
 water when the air and surface soil 
temperature is above freezing. Turn the 
water off soon enough that it can soak into 
the soil before it freezes during the night. 
The water needs to reach the tree’s primary 
water and nutrient gathering roots that
are in the top 18 inches of the soil. 
     Put the hose near the drip line (at the 
edge of the branches of the tree) not at 
the trunk. Most of the moisture gathering 
roots are near the surface of the soil at the 
edges of the branches.  Just think of the 
branches as an umbrella and the drip line 
is where the water runs off.   This is 
particularly important for larger trees 
where the branches may be 3 or more feet
away from the trunk. 
     If you have a drip system on your trees, you should move the drippers away from the trunks of the trees to
a point about two thirds of the way between the trunks and the drip line. Remember to walk along your
drip system when it is on to be sure all the emitters are working. If you use a sprinkler or an open hose, set it
so the bulk of the water is about two thirds of the way between the trunk and the drip line.     
     How much water do you need to put on? Seedling trees need 10 to 12 gallons at a time, but once they are
5 years or older you need to put on 20 to 30 gallons at each watering.  
     You can also use a sprinkler or soaker hose to water your smaller trees; it’s just difficult to decide how
much water you put on. Here is one way to get an idea about how long the hose needs to run on a tree. Set
the water at the rate you will run it on the tree.  It needs to be slow enough that the water can soak into the
soil and not run across the lawn. Time how long it takes to fill an empty milk jug or other container of known
capacity. If it takes 10 minutes to fill a gallon jug, then the hose will deliver 6 gallons of water in one hour. 
     Your trees will need a good drink about once a month during a dry winter. It’s very easy to forget to water
during the winter months. But taking the time to care for your trees during the off season will reap rewards
a hundred-fold in the growing seasons to come.   

     Article written by, Julie Elliott, Rangeland Management Specialist with NRCS/Northern Plains Climate
Hub Liaison.

Do You Have Thirsty Trees

Colorado has been selected to participate in a $1.5 million Cover Crop Initiative (CCI) through EQIP.  The formal
announcement will be coming soon so be sure to watch for an announcement on the YCCD website.  There will
be an expedited sign-up with only cover crops contracted.  It is anticipated that the deadline to sign-up will be
the end of February.  If you have additional questions please contact the NRCS office at 970-332-3107 extension 3.

Cover Crop Initiative through EQIP -

Coming Soon
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The Yuma County Conservation District has a newly
updated website.  You are now able to order trees
directly online!  Go to www.ycconservation.com.


